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HOW TO SURVIVE 1L MIDTERMS
by: victoria chiu (2L) and anthony lyons (2L)

Midterms are the scary spectre of the

some less-than-humble 1Ls overshare their

first semester of 1L. Your professors are

results like they’re the greatest gift to the

routinely discussing how midterms are

legal profession the Supreme Court bench

different from your undergraduate exams,

has ever seen. Other people who didn’t do

how people are always surprised (good and

so well get upset, consider dropping out,

bad) by their results, and how they’re your

and feel like they’ve wasted their time and

first real taste of law school. If that’s not

money on law school. But here’s some

enough, midterms are heralded as the

great news: almost none of what you’ve

gatekeeper to 1L summer jobs and as the

probably heard is true.

be-all and end-all of your chances at 1L
summer

employment

and

securing

early articling position. After midterms,

1

an

As your professors have probably already
explained (or will explain), 1L midterms are
reflective of almost nothing about your

1L MIDTERM SERIES

intelligence, ability, or future in the legal

Moreover, focusing too much on midterms

profession. The 1L midterms are meant

only distracts from the fact that Legal

solely to introduce you to the law school

Research and Writing (LRW) is one of the

exam in a “dropped in the deep end” kind

most important classes in law school, and

of way. They have to be this way because

you

law school is meant to turn you into a legal

equally to that class as you do to all your

practitioner

other

at

lightning

speed

by

really

should

cores.

turn

LRW

your

teaches

attention

you

actual

reshaping your brain to identify and solve

practical skills for the practice of law

legal issues for clients. This process is

including

hyper-condensed because time is short.

conduct legal research, and engage in

Although there’s no hand-holding, it’s also

effective

not impossible or unreasonable. Midterms

complex issues.

how
written

to

draft

documents,

communication

about

are simply what they are: a first test to see
where you are at in your journey to reshape
your brain to the demands of legal thought

"THE 1L MIDTERMS ARE

and practice.
Regarding hireability, the belief that

MEANT SOLELY TO

midterms are your “make or break” for 1L
hireability is a misrepresentation. While

INTRODUCE YOU TO THE

midterms are certainly related to whether
some

large

consider

multinational

firms

will

application,

they’re

not

your

LAW SCHOOL EXAM IN A

determinative and are much less important
to medium, small, and boutique firms that

"DROPPED IN THE DEEP

hire 1L students (heck, we current 2Ls
didn’t even have final grades for 1L). Firms

END" KIND OF WAY."

care more about how much they like you
and whether they would want to work with

1L students tend to take the opposing view

you than whether you earned all A’s on

that LRW doesn’t matter because it’s not

your 1L midterms. While getting entirely C-

an exam-based class or a course about

minuses and D’s will likely put a bit of a

substantive

chokehold

further from the truth. During the 2L recruit

on

your

chances

of

that

multinational Calgary firm said that LRW is

of A 1Ls earn summer positions and later

one of the three most foundational and

future

having

important classes in law school, along with

earned C’s and C+’s during their first set of

civil procedure and evidence. Don’t be

midterms.

out,

fooled that your midterms are all that

because you have far more to offer a firm

matter, because they are not. That’s not to

than your 1L midterm grades.

say they don’t matter, but divide your time

Never

count

yourself

at

a

be

you’re still in the game. Each year, several U
after

partner

couldn’t

in

positions

a

but

employment, anything above that means

articling

October,

law,

large

accordingly and smartly within your time
constraints.
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That being said, preparing for 1L midterms

doing just “very good,” something that is

seems like a daunting and impossible task.

both attainable and practical for your time

How do you prepare? After having spent

constraints and the advice available to you.

most of the semester learning how to read
law, including re-reading cases because

That all being said, substantively,

you don’t know what you don’t know, you

how should you review? Here are some

are trying hard to learn whatever it is you

quick tips:

need to know to do well on midterms. You
feel woefully behind and everyone else
seems more on top of the workload than
you. You want to get all A’s like you did in
undergrad—like you want to breathe air—
and anything less would feel like a failure.

VICTORIA’S BRASS-TACKSONLY STUDYING TACTICS
Like we said earlier, talk to your profs
about what format they like to see in
their exams, what things they’re looking

Remember that everyone is behind on

for, and what things will definitely lose

the workload and nervous for midterms.

you marks. I didn’t know how to write a

Anyone in 1L who claims they’ve done all

proper exam until the profs gave us

the work and are perfectly prepared for
midterms is either a shameless liar or
needs to sleep more. No 1L is ever truly
ready for midterms, and it’s normal to feel
underprepared and scared.

experiences of 1L midterms and what they
would recommend as advice for your
preparation. After all, they’re the ones who
write the midterms and will definitely
know how best to prepare. Do not assume
that your professors have never struggled
with the law, or that they were effortless
straight-A students (although some were).
year,

Professor

Tamar

Start studying early—no, not that
early, but maybe two or three weeks in
advance of the test date. It doesn’t have
to be super intense. Just spend a couple

Ask your professors about their

Last

their specific exam format preferences.

of hours every couple of weeks casually
reviewing what you’ve already covered
in class so far. Just so you don’t, like,
totally forget that you covered that
thing called the ancillary doctrine in
Constitutional

and

panic

when

someone mentions the phrase in class.
Of course, feel free to review a lot more
—this is just a bare recommendation.

Meshel

explained to cohort #1 that she had no clue
what she was doing until the second
semester of 2L, and she’s now an assistant
professor of law at a major Canadian law
faculty. 1L midterms will not determine
your future, and those who have come
before you can help you to prepare and to
learn from their experiences and mistakes
as 1Ls themselves. Focus less on attempting
to do “perfect” and focus on

3
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Ideally, you should cross-reference any
CANs you have with your own notes
early and start condensing your lecture
notes down into manageable, examready formats anytime that’s not the
week before midterms. Did I actually do
this? Uh, questionable. But did I have it
all done early enough that when it
came to exam time I had a few sheets
of digestible reference materials at the
ready for every class? Hell yeah.
Write your midterms even if they’re
worth 0% (or they’re “fail-safe”). They’re
a valuable exercise in figuring out if you
actually

know

the

material

you’re

learning or if you just think you know
everything and actually don’t...or vice
versa.

Test the Exam4 exam-writing software
early. You’ll get instructions from the
school’s IT wizard Tim about this later,
but once you get your exam taker ID
and instructions, buy and boot up
Exam4 and test out what timer views,
font sizes, and other settings you want
to have on your computer for the
midterm. Learn how the program
works so you aren’t surprised and
freaked out later on.
Block out unnecessary noise. It’s great
to know what everyone else is doing,
but don’t flip out internally if what
you’re doing (if it’s working for you) is
different from what someone else is
doing. At the same time, it’s a good
idea to know what some of the
different prep techniques are out
there in case something exists that
might actually work better for you
that you’ve just never heard of before.

4
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ANTHONY’S MENTAL SPACE
TIPS
Focus your energy on understanding
how the legal rules your profs have
given you would apply to a new set of
facts. The facts of the cases that you
have

read

are

only

relevant

to

understanding how their rules apply to
those specific facts, so don’t spend time
memorizing the facts of the Parsons
case or engaging in rote memorization
of legal rules without any consideration
for how they would actually be applied
if a new scenario arose. Law is all about
applying rules to solve issues. Keep that
in mind so that you can study with
purpose.
Consider the purpose of legal rules and
how they work in real life. Your job as a

If you’re still struggling after talking to
your professors, reach out to a 2L or 3L
student who knows what it’s like to be
where you are right now. Their CANs
aren’t a golden ticket to A’s, but they
can give you insight into what rules you
need to know before taking the next
step of understanding how to apply
them. You’re not alone, and in this
online law school world no one wants
you to feel like you’re left out in the cold
for midterms. We’ve all been there,

lawyer (if you want to be one someday)

we’re all willing to help you, and all you

will be to apply prior case rulings to

need to do is ask. Best of luck for your 1L

new facts in cases your clients give to

midterms...and remember to take a

you and argue for how they should be

break

changed, altered, removed, or upheld.

Christmas!!!

and

get

some

rest

this

This extends to your 1L midterms—you’ll
be given factual scenarios that relate to
the content you’ve learned. You will be
asked to apply those rules to this new
(and often bizarre) scenario. Typing out
the facts from Antrim v Ontario Truck
Centre verbatim will not help you, but
its test for the tort of nuisance will help
you. Knowing the exact facts of a past
case won’t ever be perfectly helpful on
an exam because the facts will change,
and you have to be flexible and familiar
enough with the class material to be
able to apply those lecture concepts to
new, different facts.
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D o

I

b e l o n g

h e r e ?

WORDS FROM A VERY WHINY 2L.
by: monica oh (2L)
If you’re reading this you likely received

I had never been in an environment

a similar e-mail outlining your offer into our

where everyone was so zeroed in on grades

dear old law school. Do you remember how

and getting the elusive “A” and it was

you felt? I remember feeling confused. My
confusion continued as I informed my
family

and

friends,

which

I

did

so

reluctantly as I almost felt as if the adcom
would call me any day to inform me they’d
made a grave mistake. This was the first
time I felt as if I didn’t belong in law school.
Apparently, imposter syndrome is pretty
common among law students, or so they
told me in Foundations. It didn’t really
seem that way to me because law school
seemed to suit the rest of my peers like a

honestly really difficult. I mean I had, but
not like this. I’m not one to equate my selfworth to grades. If I got a C or D I never
really

“top

took

it

personally

knew it). Regardless of school, I had been
secure

in

my

identity

and

character.

Coming to law school changed this. It
wasn’t

necessarily

because

all

my

classmates were rabid grade sharks or
gunners, it’s just that when everyone wants
to do well sometimes it feels like a giant
competition.
It's unfortunate that law school grades
are a measure of your success when there’s

strong

so much more that goes into learning such

academics”, and I knew this didn’t apply to

a complex subject. All the work you did

me. I had a rough few semesters in

gets reduced to a quantifiable number (er,

undergrad (U of Toronto ‘18 AKA U of Tears),

letter) which is then used by those who hire

and I’m pretty sure I have one of the lowest

the

undergrad GPAs in my year. All this to say

desirability as a candidate. I found this

“pattern

“record

or

of

achievement”,

students”,

upset

(honestly it was my own fault anyways and I

well-fitting glove. You hear a lot of talk
about

felt

of

that before I even stepped into my first law
school class I had hacked away at my
confidence which didn’t do me a bit of
good.

“best

and

brightest”

to

rank

your

difficult to grapple with, and I began to
doubt my abilities if I couldn’t answer this
question, or understand the ratio of that
case. Everyone else looked like they got it,
answered questions perfectly in class, and
omg, why was everyone reading all the
time?

6

1L MIDTERM SERIES

I ran my usual study habits for 1L

I think I calmed down a lot after I

midterms as I did during undergrad, with

received my grades. I was shocked by how

mixed

I

they made me feel moreso than the grades

performed above, at, and below average in

results–

old

habits

die

hard.

themselves, and I took a few steps back to

my classes. The course I spent the most

re-evaluate

time on I got my lowest grade, and the one

meant remembering why I applied in the

I spent the least on I got my highest. Go

first place, how I got here, and also who I

figure. This was the first time ever I felt

was outside of law school. I didn’t want law

negative emotion when receiving a bad

school, or the recruit, or getting a job to

grade. I think there was a day or two where
I

seriously

questioned

whether

my

admission had been a clerical error.

my

mindset

thus

far.

This

consume my life. It’s okay if it does, but I
knew this wasn’t me. As I had moved to
Edmonton from Toronto alone, I suppose I

If this is starting to sound crazy that’s
because it was. My first mistake was putting
myself in a negative mood before I even
stepped foot in the brutalist, concrete
bunker that’s our law centre.. Another thing

isolated myself within a little law bubble
which wasn’t psychologically healthy. I
spent more time with friends outside of
school and I reached out to my hometown
friends more.

that didn’t help was letting the whole law
school environment get into my head – I
was

comparing

myself

to

my

peers,

overthinking grades, and I had lost my
confidence. A lot of my classmates came
from a long line of lawyers or judges, or
were

noticeably

affluent

(#brokegang

anyone?), or literally had a 4.0 GPA. Outside
of law school, I still felt like my regular old
self but as soon as I entered the law centre
it felt like I shrank a little every time.
snippet of my "go hard" playlist

Along with other changes, this made
second semester much better. I felt like my
old

self

again,

and

I

actually

started

enjoying the material more. I was having
fun in SLS and other extracurriculars, and
visiting

home

one

more

time

really

reminded me of who I had been before all
of this. I improved my coursework and I
was

much

happier

once

I

stopped

questioning whether I belonged among my
peers and I just… belonged.
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Do I belong here? As a 2L I am 100% sure I belong here, and I know you belong here
too. Stop questioning how you got here, because you know how you got here! Your

experience is valid and the steps you took – from wherever or however - led you here. Once
I stopped doubting myself, I remembered to just be myself like I had always done. I feel
comfortable doing law school and pursuing my career my own way now – without caring
about what others are doing. This sounds really obvious, but the truth is its really easy to
let an environment you’re immersed in for 8 hours a day everyday to consume you.
So all that aside, here's my own list of tips for overcoming imposter syndrome and
midterm szn in general:

1.

Do not let your life outside of law school slip away. Especially if you moved here alone,

try even harder to keep in touch with yourself and who you are!
2.

Make lots of friends in law school, throughout the year too! I made a lot of really good

friends in second semester.
3.

Get involved in extracurriculars, if you can. Being a lawyer is not all about what’s inside

the classroom, put some of those skills to practice. (I recommend Canons and SLS)
4.

Talk to someone about how you’re feeling (Highly recommend anyone in the student

services office or a trusted classmate. Also, ASSIST.)
5.

Midterms aren’t everything – it seems like they are but take them for the learning

opportunity they are. Meet up with your profs after to discuss your exam and find out what
you can do better. Even if you did bad, there’s a real chance you had some good moments
scattered in among the mess, I know I did.
6.

Also don’t be too psyched about Property… it was actually my favourite class and one

of my best midterms (I don't know what happened on the final, sorry Kaplinsky.)
7.

Practice exams are KEY.

8.

Expect the worst for your grades. Seriously, that way you can’t be disappointed ;)

9.

Jokes aside, when you get your grades take a deep breath. If you didn’t do as well as

you expected, that’s okay. A LOT of people feel that way. I promise they do. Midterms are
so insignificant in the big scheme – take it as the learning opportunity it is and learn from
it!
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NON-STUDYING EXAM PREP.
READ ME ANYWAYS.

You already know what to do on this front. You’re in law school, which means you’re
probably at least 21 and should know how to keep a healthy lifestyle...at least in theory.
Here are some reminders in case the stress has you forgetting about basic life
functions:
EATING:
Try to remember to eat regularly, and to eat things that aren’t just empty calories.
You’re looking for fresh, simple, and filling food that can power you through a lot of
intense thinking and typing. What does that look like? Well, for one of us it’s lentil
soup. We don’t know what that is for you, but find your lentil soup is what we’re
saying.
SLEEPING:
Sleep as much as your body needs to feel on top of things. That might mean eight
hours, or it might mean five, or it might mean four hours at night and four hours
during the day. We’re not here to judge. But don’t fall into that trap of thinking allnighters, and especially consecutive all-nighters, are a good idea.
EXERCISING:
Yeah, we know. Who has time for this? Still, try to carve some time out every day for
something that isn’t sitting. Doesn’t have to mean running a half-marathon—even a
walk for, say, fifteen minutes really works w o n d e r s on ya mental.
HYDRATING:
One time my high school biology teacher told our class something about how our
brain is mostly water, and that if you can’t remember something during an exam or
if your brain feels foggy that you should drink some water. This is actually sage
advice that, 90% of the time, works all the time. Heed it. Thanks, Mrs. Sewell.
HAVING SOME FUN/NON-STUDY TIME:
Depending on the kind of person you are, you might have a hard time not spending
all your time maintaining your platinum rank in League of Legends or reading Boku
no Hero Academia or watching Schitt’s Creek, in which case you probably already
have this section down. But if you’re not that kind of person, and you’re the kind of
person who instead can’t pull themselves away from work, remember there’s a
whole world out there that isn’t law school. Maybe (maybe) look up at it every
couple hours if you’re starting to lose your sense of corporeality.
9
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WRI T I NG

HOW LONG SHOULD THEY BE?

CANS

WHAT SHOULD THEY INCLUDE?

There’s no hard and fast rule, but they

Black-letter law and boiled-down rules

should be on the shorter rather than on the

that can easily be referenced on the fly.

longer side. That could mean four pages or

Make it easy to read, quick to digest, and

forty, but whatever you do, keep in mind

simple to navigate. Include all those little

you’ll have to search through it quickly

things you need to remember. Include

during the exam. As helpful as Ctrl+F may

checklists and tables, if you need them.

be, you need a length that will facilitate

This is your miniature compendium of

finding those relevant bits.

what you need to know for this entire
course so far.

One helpful approach may be to create

:

multiple CANS. The first CAN will be where
the bulk of your information is and is like
the traditional CANS you see on the LSA
website or given to you by some upper
years. A second CAN would be reduced to a
single page or two. Instead of detailing the
facts and ratio of a case it will just be the
name to serve as a memory trigger of what
cases should be cited for a particular part
of the exam. Creating a flowchart for
certain tests can be helpful too. A simple
one-page

summary

of

how

to

1L CANs can be found
here.

move

through a defamation issue can save you a
lot of time, and making one can be a very
helpful exercise in itself.

10
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WHAT
FORMAT
SHOULD
YOU
USE?

USE WHATEVER
MAKES SENSE
TO YOU. HERE
ARE SOME
WINNING
EXAMPLES
FROM UPPER
YEARS.
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PROFESSOR-SPECIFIC TIPS
Even if the case does not seem to be

CONSTITUTIONAL

criminal in nature be sure to dismiss it—
Of all the profs who are teaching
constitutional this year, only Adams taught
the course last year. Overall, constitutional
is a really cerebral course—it requires a lot
of

big-picture

thinking

and

drawing

connections between the legal tests and
societal impacts.

even if it is just in a quick sentence. You
want to cover all your bases with case
names to maximize your marks. After the
classification of the Act as intra/ultra vires
you

will

need

to

take

out

that

constitutional toolbox. Remember how he
constantly mentions the validity,

THE ONLY PERSON WHO KNOWS THE EXAM INSIDE
OUT IS YOUR PROFESSOR.
“Luckily for the cohort with Adams, you

operability and applicability and which

have 2Ls you have done it before to help!

tools to use to answer each? This is why.

Like many of your professors, Adams has a

Like most of your exams at the end there

predictable

first,

will be a one sentence discharge along the

largest part of the exam will be your long

lines of you being a junior associate writing

fact-pattern

always

a memo for a senior partner. The key is

require you to determine the pith and

they will ask you specifically about the

substance and figure out if it is intra or

validity, operability or applicability (but

ultra vires by going through ss 91 and 92.

probably not all three). The next part will

Be

be an opinion essay. This part is worth

armed

exam

structure.

question.

with

your

This

The
will

pristine-condition

Constitution ready to go and walk through

significantly

less

and

therefore

many

it like you are talking to a client.

people rush at the end scrambling to just
put something down.
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My somewhat-controversial take is that you
should NOT pre-write an essay. Although it
might save you time at the end, you are
constrained to the topics that you thought
of already. Instead, I advise you to get used
to forming an argument on the go. For
example: are you for or against watertight
compartments? Give me three reasons why
and

cases

backing

it

up.

If

you

are

struggling to think of cases or reasons this
can be an effective study tool. It helps you
think about what your position would be
on the exam, while giving you the flexibility

“If you have Nye as your prof, do practice

to be able to actually answer the question

exams, talk to her (she’s super helpful and

he is asking.”

supportive),

- Alexis Neuman (2L)

Structure your CANs in ways following the

and

follow

the

flowcharts.

way you do your analysis. Also, structure

CONTRACTS

your response in the way specified.”

“Contracts as a course is really technical

– Anonymous 2L

and generally very straightforward. There’s
very little legislation you have to remember

TORTS

in this course and the cases are pretty easy

The course with some of the best, most

to remember. Pay attention to the legal

interesting cases, facts-wise (maybe next to

definitions and tests coming out of each

Criminal). Torts is a relatable area of law

case and you’re good. Overall, the content

with sympathetic plaintiffs, blessedly clear-

tested on the contracts midterm is very

cut legal analyses perfect for checklist-style

different from what will be on the final.

CANs, and really easily compartmentalized

This goes for all the 1L courses, but it’s

topics, at least for the midterm (negligence

emphasized for contracts. Whether you

is a whole other ball game). Knowing your

exceed your own expectations or not, keep

cases by name is vital.

this in mind as you move forward with the
rest of the year.”

Ogbogu is the snappiest dresser you’ve

– Contracts award-winning 2L

ever seen and, from what we’ve heard, an
absolutely standout torts prof with stellar
in-class notes. We hope you’ve been going
to class and paying attention.
“If you have Meshel, try and write as much
as you can and just pray for the best.
Warning: you’ll get a mark deducted if you
don’t cite enough cases. She looks for
specific quotes, so make sure you know
your cases really, really well!”
– Anonymous 2L

14
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“She also doesn’t care as much about what
stance you take as long as you give good
enough reasons for both sides and then
come

to

a

brief

conclusion—it’s

more

important to focus on showing that you
know the correct test/principles to apply to
analysis as you can get lots of marks just for
hitting certain points. Make sure to take
note of what she highlights in class, as
quoting random parts of a case she didn’t

“Bottos may mark your exam with a felt

talk about won’t get you many points.”

pen. This was somewhat distressing to me,

– Anonymous 2L

so I feel the need to warn others (although
I realize now you probably will not get the

“For Nelson, be very precise about the

exams back in person and do not need to

wording of the claim, make sure to define

worry about your mark bleeding through

it, and work that definition into the answer

the page. See our FAQ below). Do not let

thoroughly.”

arts and crafts time. My biggest tip to

– Anonymous 2L

anyone writing this exam is get into the
mindset of a judge. You will most likely be

CRIMINAL

given a long fact pattern detailing a voir

Criminal law is a love or hate class. Many
of

your

peers

the felt pen trick you though: this is not

will

dismiss

it

because

corporate law is where the money/bulk of

dire where you are the judge analyzing the
admissibility of the evidence. Therefore, it is
important to think about how you would
format your decision. By now you have read

jobs are at. But don’t hate on it just yet! You

many cases, and probably have come to

still have to take Evidence, so you’re not

realize that some are better constructed

home free and it’s important that you

than others. I recommend the law, law

understand these fundamentals.

applied to the facts and remedy approach.
In the law section dump all of your case
law on the section of the law that is being
applied. This section will remain relatively
constant and will make up a bulk of the
marks. Do not tell a story about the facts of

"R v Grant"

the case. Yes, R v Patrick involved garbage
and that is quite an interesting read, but as
a marker I do not need to hear the facts of
the case that I already know. I want the
meat of why we still care about it years
later! Then, in the application of the law to
the facts, take the relevant sections of the
fact pattern and apply it to the law that
you know.
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“Just cry into a
cup and drink
it.”

PROPERTY
Property is...property, meaning it’s
known

for

being

difficult.

It

can

be

confusing, it can be interesting, and it will
probably be challenging at least for a few
of the topics, if not more. Pro tip: crack

- Anonymous past 2L when asked
about the experience of writing a
property exam

open

the

accompanying

Property

Law

Reader (not the casebook) for a really well-

This includes taking a position. I was an
objectively ‘bad’ judge in my criminal law
exams, I would decide right after reading
the exam who is going to ‘win’ (watch me
never get appointed to the bench because
of this…). Bottos does not care which side
you take so do what your gut tells you, the
time is not there for you to discuss with a
clerk and debate for hours about the
validity of the claims.

explained breakdown of all the concepts
you need to know for the midterm and
final.
Unfortunately for anyone reading, we
don’t really have any silver bullet tips for
property. The profs are super smart and you
can’t outwit them. Kaplinsky in particular
tests hard and his tests are quick.
“One of the keys to success is your ability to

Finally, in the remedy section you will
likely need to do a Grant analysis. I want to
caution you that you are not a Supreme

spot an issue on the exam. Unlike other
classes where they might be more direct in
telling you what they want you to talk

Court Justice. This exam is not the time for

about, property has the opportunity to just

you to go into the policy implications of

get you to explain. This is how the real

the decision you are making, trial level

world works because a client is unlikely to

courts are just applying the law. People got

know what exact legal principle is a live

giant Xs over the parts of the exam that

issue in their facts, but also challenging as

were not relevant, you are the judge on this

a student. Practice exams will be essential

exam but not the Chief Justice.”

for developing this skill. Work at trying to

– Alexis Neuman (2L)

learn

how

to

identify

the

common

concepts that pop up together on exams.

“For

Penney,

rewatch

classes

if

you’re

Also be aware of the fact that although last

confused about a section. Do practice

year's exam may have focused on adverse

exams, base your exam answers/CANs on

possession or another topic heavily, as

that format. Readings are pretty important

Kaplinsky will remind you, you are writing

for Penney’s class—don't just follow other

for this year's exams so do not rely too

people’s CANs, because doing the readings

heavily on older tests.”

will help you answer essay questions. His
multiple choice questions are hard, but try

– Anonymous 2L

not to be too intimidated by what you hear
to the point that you get stage fright.” –
Anonymous 2L
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BURST OF CHEESY MOTIVATION.
YES I KEEP THESE ON A FOLDER IN MY
PHONE AND LOOK AT THEM DAILY.
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HOW
DOES
EXAM4
WORK?

I CAN WRITE
MY EXAM ON
MY LAPTOP?

Here’s a general sketch of all the screens you’ll go
through when you start an exam on Exam4. You’ll
boot up the program, enter your Exam Taker ID,
and select the exam you’re taking from the
scrollable list.

After confirming your details, you’ll go through
the next few screens to check your network
strength, set up your personal display settings
(like your preferred text size, whether or not you
want any timer alerts to pop up on your screen,
etc), and finally begin the exam.
18
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Exam4 tells the school when you start
and stop typing your exam, so often
you’re able to hit “Begin” on an exam
as long as you don’t actually start
typing until the official exam time. But
it’s prof-dependent, so always listen to
your professor’s specific instructions!

Once you’re in, you can
add question dividers,
run spell check from
the Tools menu, and
more.

When you’re done writing, stop
immediately at the official exam end time
and submit the exam using the button at
the upper left hand corner of the Exam4
window. You’ll want to select “Submit
Electronically” from the pop-up screen that
comes up. If you see the green “Exam
Submitted” screen, you’re good to go! Your
exam has been successfully submitted and
you can close Exam4...and rest your brain
for a bit. Congrats!
19
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F RE QUE NT L Y
AS KE D

1 L

E XAM4 -

RE L AT E D
QUE S T I ONS

Does the exam window time out if you

How

set

submitted successfully?

a

time

limit

/

“5

minutes

left”

reminders / etc?

do

I

know

if

my

exam

was

You’ll see the green “Exam Submitted”

Nope. Set all the timers you want—you’ll

screen.

have to close them when they pop up,
but they won’t automatically shut Exam4

What will happen on exam day?

or anything. If you’re really worried about

Read the exam instructions, which will

it, you may want to use your own stop-

usually be given ahead of time. Wait

watch or timer.

until the exam time, then start. Follow
the instructions your prof gives you—

How can you find out how many words

some will let you click into the window

you’ve written?

but not type yet, which is generally

Click

“show

document

stats”

about

okay—just don’t start typing until the

midway down the right side of the

official exam time. Above all, follow

screen. Exam4 will tell you the total

what your prof says!!!

number of words you typed for the
whole exam and how many words you’ve
written for each question.
What’s my Exam Taker ID?

Tim, the law school IT wizard, will tell you
via email. Make sure to submit a practice
exam once you get it.

EDITOR’S NOTE: DON’T STRESS DURING YOUR EXAM ABOUT PROBLEMS
WITH SUBMISSIONS. EXAM4 MAKES BACK-UPS OF YOUR WORK, AND
TIM IS AN EMAIL AWAY TO HELP IN THE RARE CASE ANYTHING GOES
WRONG (TIM STEPPED IN TO HELP WHEN I HAD A PROBLEM
SUBMITTING MY CRIM EXAM, AND I STILL GOT THE “CR”, SO YOU’RE IN
GOOD HANDS). FOCUS ON WRITING YOUR TEST, NOT RARE AND
SOLVABLE TECH ISSUES.
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DURING THE EXAM 1/2.
ITS GO TIME.

What to take in
Your CANs. Probably not your full notes. Almost definitely not the textbook, because
you probably won’t have time to flip through it—but if you want it for security, feel free.
The world is your oyster.
Budgeting your time
Law school exams, everyone will tell you, are often (but not always) time-pressured.
That said, even if you’re given ample time to write out your answers, you still need to
know how long you plan to spend on each question. Some profs will put a time
estimate on each question giving you an idea of how many minutes you should spend
on each sub-part. Pay attention to these estimates. They’re generally extremely accurate.
Check to see whether or not these estimates include the time you’re meant to spend
reading the question.

If your prof doesn’t include a time estimate, it’s a good idea to base the amount of
time you spend on each question on the number of marks it’s worth. Lots of marks = lots
of issues = lots to discuss = more time to spend by necessity.
Reading the whole exam
You already know this, but to reiterate: read the whole exam, and read it carefully. If
you miss a “not,” or if you read “the land” when the sentence actually says “the municipal
land,” you could miss an entire issue or write the completely wrong side of the analysis.
Most profs will give you reading time at the beginning of the exam, so take them up on
that and read it through once—or maybe twice (Editor’s note: I heartily recommend two
read-throughs, even with a short novel of a fact pattern. It can help to avoid missing
subtle issues that could bump up your grade).
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DURING THE EXAM 2/2.
ITS GO TIME.

Planning before you start typing
This kind of goes hand in hand with reading the whole exam, but take a second
when you’re reading to sketch out an outline of what points you might want to hit on
when you start typing. Underline or highlight key words and phrases, make notes in the
margins, or draw diagrams. Whatever floats your exam-writing boat. You don’t have to
do this, but it’s generally ill-advised to immediately start typing without a plan. Your
writing will probably be more coherent if you take a few minutes to figure out your
game plan, even very generally.
Quality, not (necessarily) quantity
In a law school exam, you want to hit all the issues you possibly can. If you miss an
issue, that means saying goodbye to every possible point you could have gotten if you’d
mentioned it even for one sentence (just ask Adams’ Constitutional class from last year
about IJI…). The “quality” here comes from spotting and discussing every issue you can,
even if it means you can’t write 800 words for each one.

That said, you still want to write enough that your ideas are fully explored. If you write
too little and assume too much—say, if you skip over the legal tests, forget to drop in
case names for profs who want them, or gloss over the path you took to get to your
ultimate result—you’ll lose marks for neglecting to properly lay out your legal analysis.
Think about it like math: you can’t get full marks just for stating the right answer without
any work. Likewise, you can’t get a good grade in a law school exam without stating your
assumptions, walking through the legal tests and case law, and writing coherently—in a
way the prof can actually understand.
Checking it over
You may not have any time whatsoever to look over anything you’ve written, but if
you have a chance, it’s always good to spend a little time reviewing the overall gist of
what you’ve typed and whether there are any major gaps in between the ideas you’re
discussing. If you have time at the end of an exam, that’s a good opportunity to go back
and flesh out any issues you felt you didn’t have time to really dig into the first time
around. And if you have even more time, consider running the spell check tool to fix any
crazy typos that might impact the prof’s understanding of what you’re trying to say.
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AF T E R

E XAMS .

You did it. Congrats! Enjoy your holidays

What should you do once you have your

while you wait for your grades to come

results?

back. So...what now?

Review your paper and see where you
can potentially improve, then talk to your

When will you get your marks back

Probably sometime in January. It depends

professors to get their feedback on what
they

think

could

have

elevated

your

heavily on the professor and the class—and

answers if you’d like to pick their brains a

on how many words everyone wrote for

bit.

each paper. Not all the cohorts get them
back at the same time, so don’t freak out if

Don’t get too comfortable if you did well

cohort 1 gets their criminal papers in the

—it’s very early on in the year, after all—and

blink of an eye and cohort 3’s still waiting.

don’t get too down on yourself if you didn’t
do as well as you hoped, because again: it’s

How will you be able to view your

very early on in the year and a lot can

papers?

change.

Typically you’d be told by your profs (in
each class) that their papers are ready for

Again, midterms are about training your

pickup. Then you’d go to the Student

brain to write law school exams as much as

Services office, give your anonymous Exam

they

Taker ID, and receive a physical copy of

illustrated by most of them being low-

your marked exam paper (that you get to

weighted and/or fail-safe. If you bomb one

take home and keep like a souvenir of your

or two, stay calm.

are

about

testing

knowledge,

as

1L midterm season. Yay!).
Talk to the profs, find your mistakes, and
This year, of course, that probably won’t

don’t make those mistakes in your finals!

be happening. You’ll likely receive your

You’ll do fine!). Keep doing the best you

papers by email once they’ve been marked

can and stay focused. Learn whatever you

and

can from this first exam season and kick

scanned

by

administrative team.

the

law

school’s

any improvements into gear for the April
finals season.

23

1L MIDTERM SERIES

REFLECTIONS BY A 2L:
Midterms in Hindsight
by: cailey severson (2L)

Midterms were really scary for me last
year. Obviously, they were the first form of
law school evaluation I faced, and to be
honest, I had no clue what I was doing. I
didn’t make any CANs because I didn’t know
how to, and I also hadn’t figured out how to
manage my time effectively enough to keep
up with them. Truthfully, I was barely
scraping by. I moved to Edmonton, away
from my family and friends. I was lonely and
confused about how to do law school.
What made midterms an even more
stressful experience was that everyone
around me seemed to be doing so well.
Everyone I talked to seemed to have it
together—making their CANs, understanding
the class material, coming to class prepared,
participating extensively in extracurriculars,
and going to social events. I was comparing
myself to everyone around me, and it made
me feel very small and very behind.
Don’t be like me and do NOT compare
yourself to other people. Put in your best
effort, try to learn your best methods, and
realize that doing your best is more
important than getting A’s. After all, there’s
only a small handful of people who get A’s
anyway, so focusing on yourself might pay
off for you regardless. The most important
thing you should focus on in 1L is learning
what works for you. Everyone else is also
learning what works for them. Maybe some
people are more organized than you, or
understand some of the class material more
than you do. That’s okay.
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Midterms are a benchmark tool. If you
get in the B range or higher on the
midterms, you can be comforted knowing
that you’re doing well. Last year, I got a C on
a midterm because I missed an issue.
Missing an issue lost me a lot of marks, but
it didn’t mean I didn’t understand that
issue. It was just my first experience and I
was able to keep that in mind for finals.
However,
there
can
be
a
lot
of
disappointment. I saw people who said they
didn’t understand a class get one of the
highest marks, and people who said they
thought a class was easy get a lower mark. I
also saw a lot of people really upset about
getting a B. At the end of the day, they’re
just grades.
The best upper year advice I got was that
everyone gets that lightbulb moment in law
school
where
they
finally
start
understanding how things work. Maybe
some people get that in 1L. Some people
will get that in 2L or 3L. Some people might
not even get it until articling. But everyone
gets it eventually, and it doesn’t mean you
can’t succeed in the meantime. Don’t be
disappointed if you don’t get an A. You can
be proud of the work you put in and all of
the other things you learned, whether about
the law or about yourself.
Just know: it’s really hard, but you can do
this.
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